
Using the TimeSavers ~explorer shortcut to create 
links launching Windows Explorer 

• alert ~explorer (.) Link 

Starts Windows Explorer, displaying the folder that was opened last in Acrobat (when File > 
Open was used).
If the PDF was opened through double-clicking, the default folder shown when clicking this link 
is the Adobe Acrobat folder.

• alert ~explorer (c:\\temp) Link 

Starts Windows Explorer with the specified folder opened (system-dependent). Note the use of 
a double backslash as a folder separator. Using a single forward slash as a folder separator results 
in an error (“path does not exist or is not a directory”); a single backslash may be treated as a 
prefix used to specify FrameMaker control characters.

• alert ~explorer ( ) Link 

On Windows 2000/XP, starts Windows Explorer with My Computer open (a space between the 
parentheses).

• alert ~explorer () Link 

On Windows 2000/XP, starts Windows Explorer with the My Documents folder open (no space 
between the parentheses). 

• alert ~explorer (/n) Link 

Starts Windows Explorer window using the default setting. On Windows 2000/XP, this is usually 
the root of the drive on which Windows is installed.

• alert ~explorer (/select, C:\\temp.mif) Link 

Windows 2000/XP: Starts Windows Explorer with C:\temp.mif file selected. Note the comma 
after /select.




